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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM APPOINTS FORMER DLP 

SENATE LEADER GAIR AS AMBASSADOR, IN MOVE TO GAIN CONTROL OF 

SENATE 

REF: A) CANBERRA 1724 (NOTAL) 

B) PERTH 85 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM ANNOUNCED IN PARLIAMENT APRIL 2 
THAT HE HAD APPOINTED FORMER DLP LEADER SENATOR GAIR AUSTRALIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO IRELAND AND THAT GAIR HAD ACCEPTED. GAIR SAID 
HE WOULD RESIGN APRIL 3. LIVERAL OPPOSITION HAS DENOUNCED 
APPOINTMENT AS MOST SHAMEFUL ACT EVER PERPETRATED BY AN 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT, AND GAIR'S ERSTWHILE DLP COLLEAGUES 
UNSUCCESSFULY SOUGHT TO PERSUADE HIM TO REFUSE APPOINTMENT 
ON GROUNDS IT WOULD WRECK DLP AND GIVE LABOR GOVERNMENT 
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CONTROL OF SENATE. IN FACT, DEVELOPMENT ONLY MARGINALLY 
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IMPROVES ALP PROSPECTS IN SENATE ELECTIONS. QUEENS- 
LAND PREMIER HAS SOUGHT TO BLOCK ELECTION FOR REPLACE- 
MENT OF SENATOR GAIR AT SAME TIME AS REST OF SENATE 
ELECTIONS, ACTION WHICH, IF IT SUCCEEDS, WILL EFFECTIVELY 
STYMIE WHITLAM'S NAKEDLY POLITICAL PURPOSE IN 
APPOINTING SENATOR GAIR TO DIPLOMATIC POST. END SUMMARY 

2. IN NAKELY CALCULATED POLITICAL MOVE PRIME MINISTER 
WHITLAM, IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 2, ANNOUNCED 
THAT FORMER DEMOCRATIC LABOR PARTY LEADER SENATOR 
VINCENT GAIR HAD BEEN APPOINTED AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO IRELAND. AS WHITLAM AND GAIR HAVE BEEN BITTER POLITICAL 
RIVALS FOR MANY YEARS , THE ACTION HAS BEEN GREETED 

IN AUSTRALIA GENERALLY WITH INCREDULITY 
AND DISTASTE. IN A 

SUBSEQUENT PRESS CONFERENCE THE SAME DAY WHITLAM SAID 
THAT GAIR HAD ACCEPTED THE APPOINTMENT ALTHOUGH HE HAD 
NOT YET RESIGNED FROM THE SENATE. GAIR, FOR HIS PART 
HAD BEEN PRESSED BY HIS COLLEAGUES IN THE DLP TO 
RECONSIDER HIS ACCEPTANCE, BUT HE TOLD PRESS APRIL 2 
HE HAD DECIDED NOT TO RECONSIDER AND WOULD RESIGN FROM 
SENATE APRIL 3, GAIR WAS EXPELLED FROM DLP PARLIAMENTARY 
PARTY APRIL 3 FOR RESIGNING HIS SENATE SEAT WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

3. IN ACTION CLEARLY DESIGNED TO DAMPEN IMPACT OF GAIR 
APOINTMENT AND RESIGNATION FROM SENATE, COUNTRY PARTY 
PREMIER BJEKLE-PETERSEN OF QUEENSLAND ANNOUNCED EARLY 
ON APIRL 3 THAT GOVERNOR OF QUEENSLAND , SIR COLIN HANNAH, 
HAD ISSUED SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT APRIL 3 WRITS OF 
ELECTION FOR SENATE MAY 18 FOR FIVE SENATE VACANCIES 
(SAME NUMBER AS ARE BEING ELECTED IN FIVE OTHER 
AUSTRALIAN STATES). PURPOSE OF UNUSUAL ACTION IS TO 
PREVENT ELECTION OF SIXTH SENATOR FROM QUEENSLAND, 
CONSEQUENT ON RESIGNATION OF SENATOR GAIR, AT SAME 

TIME AS FIVE OTHER SENATE SEATS. VACANT SEAT LEFT BY 
SENATOR GAIR, UNDER THIS ARRANGEMENT, WOULD BE FILLED 
LATER BY APPOINTMENT BY BJELKE-PETERSEN. EARLY INDI- 
CATIONS ARE THAT FEDERAL LABOR GOVERNMENT WILL TEST 
CONSTITUTIONALITY OF ACTION BY QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT 
IN AUSTRALIAN HIGH COURT, BUT THERE HAVE BEEN NO FORMAL 
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STEPS TAKEN SO FAR. 

4. ACTION BY PRIME MINISTER IS CEARLY CALCULATED 
STEP TO IMPROVE PROSPECTS FOR LABOR PARTY TO GAIN 
CONTROL OF SENATE AND TO REMOVE EXISTING ROADBLOCK TO 
ENACTMENT OF CRITICAL PORTIONS OF ALP FEDERAL PROGRAM. 

AS INDICATEDIN REF A, ALP IS MINORITY IN SENATE AS 
PRESENTLY CONSTITUTED, AND LABOR PROSPECTS FOR GAINING 
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CONTROL OF SENATE HAVE BEEN RATED AS VERY PPOR OR EVEN 
NON-EXISTENT, EVEN BY PRO-LABOR COMMENTATORS. RECENT 
DEFEAT OF ALP IN WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ELECTIONS (REF B) 
SHOWS THAT STRING OF ALP LOSSES IN STATE ELECTIONS IS 
CONTINUING, FURTHER REINFORCING IMPRESSION GIVEN BY 
PUBLIC OPINION POLLS CONTINUALLY ADVERSE TO ALP OVER 
PAST YEAR OR SO. 

5. IF BJELKE-PETERSEN'S PLOY OF PREVENTING ELECTION 

FOR SEAT VACATED BY SENATOR GAIR HOLDS UP IN COURT TEST, 
WHITLAM ACTION HAS BEEN FLASH IN THE PAN WITHOUT 
RESULTS. POLITICAL PROSPECTS REMAIN AS INDICATED IN 
REF A, WITH LABOR PROSPECTS FOR CONTROLING SENATE 
NOT PARTICULARLY BRILLIANT. INDEED, SUCH AS ACT OF 
POLITICAL CYNICISM WHICH FAILS OF ITS PURPOSE WOULD 
PROBABLY DAMAGE PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM, AT LEAST 
MARGINALLY. EVEN IF HIGH COURT SHOULD ORDER ELECTIONS 
TO BE HELD FOR SIXTH SENATE SEAT IN QUEENSLAND, SITUATION- 
WILL NOT IMPROVE ALL THAT MARKEDLY FOR WHITLAM. 

IN THAT SITUATION, WHILE LABOR WILL PROBABLY WIN THREE 
SEATS IN QUEENSLAND (COMPARED TO TWO SEATS, IF ONLY 
FIVE SENATE SEATS ARE FILLED), LIBERAL-COUNTRY -DLF 
HAVE GOOD PROSPECT OF GETTING REMAINING THREE SEATS. 

TO GAIN EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF SEANTE, LABOR MUST THEN 
PICK UP ONE ADDITIONAL SENATE SEAT IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 
TASMANIA, AND SOUTH AUSTRALIA, AN ACCOMPLISHMENT 
WHICH SEEMS TO BE OUT OF LABOR'S REACH, WHITLAM 
APPOINTMENT OF GAIR HAS SLIGHTLY IMPROVED ALP CHANCES 
OF GAINING CONTROL OF SENATE IN MUCH THE SAME WAYS 
AN AMERICAN BASEBALL MANAGER PUTS IN TO A LEFT-HANDED 
PITCHER AGAINST A LEFT-HANDED BATTER TO IMPROVE THE 
STATIST AICAL CHANCES OF GETTING HIM OUT. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 04 CANBER 01983 030932Z 

6. MEANWHILE , LOBERAL OPPOSITION HAS BEEN SUFFUSED 
WITH RAGE, BOTH IN PARLIAMENT IN CANBERRA AND IN 
QUEENSLAND. LIBERAL OPPOSITION LEADER SNEDDEN WAS 
DECALRED OUT OF ORDER AND HIS REMARKS ORDERED STICKEN 
FROM HANSARD REPORT OF DEBATES APRIL 2 WHEN HE 
DENOUNCED GAIR APPOINTMENT AS QTE MOST SHAMEFUL ACT 
EVER PERPETRATED BY AN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT END QTE. 
DLP SENATORS MET WITH SENATOR GAIR IN CANBERRA APRIL 2 
TOLD HIM THEY CONSIDERED APPOINTMENT WAS BRIBE OFFERED 
BY WHITLAM . AND ADDED THAT HIS ACCEPTANCE OF APPOINT- 
MENT COULD WRECK DLP AND HAND CONTROL OF SENATE OVER 
TO LABOR GOVERNMENT. AS NOTED ABOVE.GAIR MAINTAINED 
HIS DECISION TO ACCEPT APPOINTMENT , AND WAS 
EEEEEEEE 
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